MY FELLOW CITIZENS, EVENTS IN IRAQ HAVE NOW REACHED THE FINAL DAYS OF DECISION. FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, THE UNITED STATES
AND OTHER NATIONS HAVE PURSUED PATIENT AND HONORABLE EFFORTS TO DISARM THE IRAQI REGIME WITHOUT WAR. THAT REGIME PLEDGED TO
REVEAL AND DESTROY ALL OF ITS WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AS A CONDITION FOR ENDING THE PERSIAN GULF WAR IN 1991. SINCE

THEN, THE WORLD HAS ENGAGED IN 12 YEARS OF DIPLOMACY. WE HAVE PASSED MORE THAN A DOZEN RESOLUTIONS IN THE UNITED NATIONS

SECURITY CouNcCcIL. WE HAVE SENT HUNDREDS OF WEAPONS INSPECTORS TO OVERSEE THE DISARMAMENT OF IRAQ. OUR GOOD FAITH HAS NOT
BEEN RETURNED. THE IRAQI REGIME HAS USED DIPLOMACY AS A PLOY TO GAIN TIME AND ADVANTAGE. IT HAS UNIFORMLY DEFIED SECURITY
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS DEMANDING FULL DISARMAMENT. OVER THE YEARS, U.N. WEAPONS INSPECTORS HAVE BEEN THREATENED BY IRAQTI

OFFICIALS, ELECTRONICALLY BUGGED AND SYSTEMATICALLY DECEIVED. PEACEFUL EFFORTS TO DISARM THE IRAQ REGIME HAVE FAILED AGAIN AND
AGAIN BECAUSE WE ARE NOT DEALING WITH PEACEFUL MEN., INTELLIGENCE GATHERED BY THIS AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS LEAVES NO DOUBT THAT
THE IRAQ REGIME CONTINUES TO POSSESS AND CONCEAL SOME OF THE MOST LETHAL WEAPONS EVER DEVISED. THIS REGIME HAS ALREADY USED
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AGAINST IRAQ'S NEIGHBORS AND AGAINST IRAQ'S PEOPLE. THE REGIME HAS A HISTORY OF RECKLESS
AGGRESSION IN THE MIiDDLE EAST. IT HAS A DEEP HATRED OF AMERICA AND OUR FRIENDS AND IT HAS AIDED, TRAINED AND HARBORED
TERRORISTS, INCLUDING OPERATIVES OF AL QAEDA. THE DANGER IS CLEAR: USING CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL OR, ONE DAY, NUCLEAR WEAPONS
OBTAINED WITH THE HELP OF IRAQ, THE TERRORISTS COULD FULFILL THEIR STATED AMBITIONS AND KILL THOUSANDS OR HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS
OF INNOCENT PEOPLE IN OUR COUNTRY OR ANY OTHER. THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER NATIONS DID NOTHING TO DESERVE OR INVITE THIS
THREAT, BUT WE WILL DO EVERYTHING TO DEFEAT IT. INSTEAD OF DRIFTING ALONG TOWARD TRAGEDY, WE WILL SET A COURSE TOWARD SAFETY.
BEFORE THE DAY OF HORROR CAN COME, BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE TO ACT, THIS DANGER WILL BE REMOVED, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HAS THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY TO USE FORCE IN ASSURING ITS OWN NATIONAL SECURITY. THAT DUTY FALLS TO ME AS COMMANDER OF CHIEF BY

THE OATH I HAVE SWORN, BY THE OATH I WILL KEEP. RECOGNIZING THE THREAT TO OUR COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS VOTED
OVERWHELMINGLY LAST YEAR TO SUPPORT THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST IRAGQ. AMERICA TRIED TO WORK WITH THE UNITED NATIONS TO ADDRESS
THIS THREAT BECAUSE WE WANTED TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE PEACEFULLY. WE BELIEVE IN THE MISSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS. ONE REASON

THE U.N. WAS FOUNDED AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR WAS TO CONFRONT AGGRESSIVE DICTATORS ACTIVELY AND EARLY, BEFORE THEY CAN ATTACK
THE INNOCENT AND DESTROY THE PEACE. IN THE CASE OF IRAQ, THE SECURITY COUNCIL DID ACT IN THE EARLY 1990s. UNDER RESOLUTIONS
6/8 AND 687, BOTH STILL IN EFFECT, THE UNITED STATES AND OUR ALLIES ARE AUTHORIZED TO USE FORCE IN RIDDING IRAQ OF WEAPONS OF
MASS DESTRUCTION., THIS IS NOT A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY, IT IS A QUESTION OF WILL. LAST SEPTEMBER, I WENT TO THE U.N.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND URGED THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO UNITE AND BRING AN END TO THIS DANGER. ON NOVEMBER 8TH, THE SECURITY
COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY PASSED RESsSoOLUTION 14041, FINDING IRAQ IN MATERIAL BREACH OF ITS OBLIGATIONS AND VOWING SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES
IF IRAQ DID NOT FULLY AND IMMEDIATELY DISARM. TODAY, NO NATION CAN POSSIBLY CLAIM THAT IRAQ HAS DISARMED. AND IT WILL NOT
DISARM SO LONG AS SADDAM HUSSEIN HOLDS POWER. FOR THE LAST FOUR AND A HALF MONTHS, THE UNITED STATES AND OUR ALLIES HAVE
WORKED WITHIN THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO ENFORCE THAT COUNCIL'S LONGSTANDING DEMANDS. YET SOME PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY

COUNCIL HAVE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WILL VETO ANY RESOLUTION THAT COMPELS THE DISARMAMENT OF IRAQ. THESE GOVERNMENTS

SHARE OUR ASSESSMENT OF THE DANGER, BUT NOT OUR RESOLVE TO MEET IT. MANY NATIONS, HOWEVER, DO HAVE THE RESOLVE AND FORTITUDE
TO ACT AGAINST THIS THREAT TO PEACE, AND A BROAD COALITION IS NOW GATHERING TO ENFORCE THE JUST DEMANDS OF THE WORLD. THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL HAS NOT LIVED UP TO ITS RESPONSIBILITIES, SO WE WILL RISE TO OURS. IN RECENT DAYS, SOME

GOVERNMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE BEEN DOING THEIR PART. THEY HAVE DELIVERED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MESSAGES URGING THE DICTATOR
TO LEAVE IRAQ SO THAT DISARMAMENT CAN PROCEED PEACEFULLY. HE HAS THUS FAR REFUSED., ALL THE DECADES OF DECEIT AND CRUELTY
HAVE NOW REACHED AN END. SADDAM HUSSEIN AND HIS SONS MUST LEAVE IRAQ WITHIN 48 HOURS. THEIR REFUSAL TO DO SO WILL RESULT 1IN
MILITARY CONFLICT COMMENCED AT A TIME OF OUR CHOOSING., FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY, ALL FOREIGN NATIONALS, INCLUDING JOURNALISTS
AND INSPECTORS, SHOULD LEAVE IRAQ IMMEDIATELY. MANY IRAQIS CAN HEAR ME TONIGHT IN A TRANSLATED RADIO BROADCAST, AND I HAVE A
MESSAGE FOR THEM: IF WE MUST BEGIN A MILITARY CAMPAIGN, IT WILL BE DIRECTED AGAINST THE LAWLESS MEN WHO RULE YOUR COUNTRY AND
NOT AGAINST YOoU. AS OUR COALITION TAKES AWAY THEIR POWER, WE WILL DELIVER THE FOOD AND MEDICINE YOU NEED. WE WILL TEAR
DOWN THE APPARATUS OF TERROR AND WE WILL HELP YOU TO BUILD A NEW IRAQ THAT IS PROSPEROUS AND FREE. IN FREE IRAQ THERE WILL
BE NO MORE WARS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBORS, NO MORE POISON FACTORIES, NO MORE EXECUTIONS OF DISSIDENTS, NO MORE
TORTURE CHAMBERS AND RAPE ROOMS. THE TYRANT WILL SOON BE GONE. THE DAY OF YOUR LIBERATION IS NEAR. IT IS TOO LATE FOR
SADDAM HUSSEIN TO REMAIN IN POWER. IT IS NOT TOO LATE FOR THE IRAQ MILITARY TO ACT WITH HONOR AND PROTECT YOUR COUNTRY, BY
PERMITTING THE PEACEFUL ENTRY OF COALITION FORCES TO ELIMINATE WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. OUR FORCES WILL GIVE IRAQI MILITARY
UNITS CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS ON ACTIONS THEY CAN TAKE TO AVOID BEING ATTACK AND DESTROYED., I URGE EVERY MEMBER OF THE IRAQI
MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE SERVICES: IF WAR COMES, DO NOT FIGHT FOR A DYING REGIME THAT IS NOT WORTH YOUR OWN LIFE. AND ALL
IRAQI MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL SHOULD LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THIS WARNING: IN ANY CONFLICT, YOUR FATE WILL DEPEND ON YOUR
ACTIONS. DO NOT DESTROY OIL WELLS, A SOURCE OF WEALTH THAT BELONGS TO THE IRAQI PEOPLE. DO NOT OBEY ANY COMMAND TO USE WEAPONS
OF MASS DESTRUCTION AGAINST ANYONE, INCLUDING THE IRAQI PEOPLE. WAR CRIMES WILL BE PROSECUTED, WAR CRIMINALS WILL BE PUNISHED
AND IT WILL BE NO DEFENSE TO SAY, "I WAS JUST FOLLOWING ORDERS." SHOULD SADDAM HUSSEIN CHOOSE CONFRONTATION, THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE CAN KNOW THAT EVERY MEASURE HAS BEEN TAKEN TO AVOID WAR AND EVERY MEASURE WILL BE TAKEN TO WIN IT. AMERICANS
UNDERSTAND THE COSTS OF CONFLICT BECAUSE WE HAVE PAID THEM IN THE PAST. WAR HAS NO CERTAINTY EXCEPT THE CERTAINTY OF SACRIFICE.
YET THE ONLY WAY TO REDUCE THE HARM AND DURATION OF WAR IS TO APPLY THE FULL FORCE AND MIGHT OF OUR MILITARY, AND WE ARE
PREPARED TO DO SO. IF SADDAM HUSSEIN ATTEMPTS TO CLING TO POWER, HE WILL REMAIN A DEADLY FOE UNTIL THE END. IN
DESPERATION, HE AND TERRORIST GROUPS MIGHT TRY TO CONDUCT TERRORIST OPERATIONS AGAINST THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND OUR FRIENDS.
THESE ATTACKS ARE NOT INEVITABLE. THEY ARE, HOWEVER, POSSIBLE. AND THIS VERY FACT UNDERSCORES THE REASON WE CANNOT LIVE

UNDER THE THREAT OF BLACKMAIL. THE TERRORIST THREAT TO AMERICA AND THE WORLD WILL BE DIMINISHED THE MOMENT THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN

IS DISARMED. OUR GOVERNMENT IS ON HEIGHTENED WATCH AGAINST THESE DANGERS. JUST AS WE ARE PREPARING TO ENSURE VICTORY 1IN
IRAQ, WE ARE TAKING FURTHER ACTIONS TO PROTECT OUR HOMELAND., IN RECENT DAYS, AMERICAN AUTHORITIES HAVE EXPELLED FROM THE
COUNTRY CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WITH TIES TO0O IRAQI INTELLIGENCE SERVICES. AMONG OTHER MEASURES, I HAVE DIRECTED ADDITIONAL

SECURITY AT OUR AIRPORTS AND INCREASED COAST GUARD PATROLS OF MAJOR SEAPORTS. THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY IS WORKING
CLOSELY WITH THE NATION'S GOVERNORS TO INCREASE ARMED SECURITY AT CRITICAL FACILITIES ACROSS AMERICA. SHOULD ENEMIES STRIKE

OUR COUNTRY, THEY WOULD BE ATTEMPTING TO SHIFT OUR ATTENTION WITH PANIC AND WEAKEN OUR MORALE WITH FEAR. IN THIS, THEY WOULD

FAIL. No ACT OF THEIRS CAN ALTER THE COURSE OR SHAKE THE RESOLVE OF THIS COUNTRY. WE ARE A PEACEFUL PEOPLE, YET WE ARE NOT A
FRAGILE PEOPLE. AND WE WILL NOT BE INTIMIDATED BY THUGS AND KILLERS., IF OUR ENEMIES DARE TO STRIKE US, THEY AND ALL WHO HAVE
AIDED THEM WILL FACE FEARFUL CONSEQUENCES. WE ARE NOW ACTING BECAUSE THE RISKS OF INACTION WOULD BE FAR GREATER. IN ONE
YEAR, OR FIVE YEARS, THE POWER OF IRAQ TO INFLICT HARM ON ALL FREE NATIONS WOULD BE MULTIPLIED MANY TIMES OVER., WITH THESE

CAPABILITIES, SADDAM HUSSEIN AND HIS TERRORIST ALLIES COULD CHOOSE THE MOMENT OF DEADLY CONFLICT WHEN THEY ARE STRONGEST. WE
CHOOSE TO MEET THAT THREAT NOW WHERE IT ARISES, BEFORE IT CAN APPEAR SUDDENLY IN OUR SKIES AND CITIES., THE CAUSE OF PEACE
REQUIRES ALL FREE NATIONS TO RECOGNIZE NEW AND UNDENIABLE REALITIES. IN THE 20TH CENTURY, SOME CHOSE TO APPEASE MURDEROUS
DICTATORS WHOSE THREATS WERE ALLOWED TO GROW INTO GENOCIDE AND GLOBAL WAR. IN THIS CENTURY, WHEN EVIL MEN PLOT CHEMICAL,
BIOLOGICAL AND NUCLEAR TERROR, A POLICY OF APPEASEMENT COULD BRING DESTRUCTION OF A KIND NEVER BEFORE SEEN ON THIS EARTH.
TERRORISTS AND TERRORIST STATES DO NOT REVEAL THESE THREATS WITH FAIR NOTICE IN FORMAL DECLARATIONS. AND RESPONDING TO SUCH
ENEMIES ONLY AFTER THEY HAVE STRUCK FIRST IS NOT SELF DEFENSE. IT IS SUICIDE. THE SECURITY OF THE WORLD REQUIRES DISARMING
SADDAM HUSSEIN NOW. AS WE ENFORCE THE JUST DEMANDS OF THE WORLD, WE WILL ALSO HONOR THE DEEPEST COMMITMENTS OF OUR COUNTRY.
UNLIKE SADDAM HUSSEIN, WE BELIEVE THE IRAQI PEOPLE ARE DESERVING AND CAPABLE OF HUMAN LIBERTY, AND WHEN THE DICTATOR HAS
DEPARTED, THEY CAN SET AN EXAMPLE TO ALL THE MIDDLE EAST OF A VITAL AND PEACEFUL AND SELF-GOVERNING NATION, THE UNITED
STATES WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WILL WORK TO ADVANCE LIBERTY AND PEACE IN THAT REGION. OUR GOAL WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED OVERNIGHT, BUT
IT CAN COME OVER TIME. THE POWER AND APPEAL OF HUMAN LIBERTY IS FELT IN EVERY LIFE AND EVERY LAND, AND THE GREATEST POWER OF
FREEDOM IS TO OVERCOME HATRED AND VIOLENCE, AND TURN THE CREATIVE GIFTS OF MEN AND WOMEN TO THE PURSUITS OF PEACE. THAT IS THE
FUTURE WE CHOOSE. FREE NATIONS HAVE A DUTY TO DEFEND OUR PEOPLE BY UNITING AGAINST THE VIOLENT, AND TONIGHT, AS WE HAVE DONE

BEFORE, AMERICA AND OUR ALLIES ACCEPT THAT RESPONSIBILITY. GOOD NIGHT, AND MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA.



